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Tur liberty I now take, and this mode of 

addreſs, ariſe from the preſſure of the moment. 
It demands immediate application to your Majeſty 
and to your ſubjects, at one and the ſame time. 
In vain would your Majeſty ſtand forth to arreſt 
the impending danger, if your People of Ireland 
be not prepared to ſecond your paternal interpo- 
fition. In vain would your People of Ireland 
hereafter call upon her Parliament to remedy an 
evil when paſſed, the remedy then proving 
almoſt as fatal as the diſeaſe. Si guid moves 
cito move, does here emphatically apply, left by 
awaiting the meaſure, I incur the charge, guieta 
movenai, however irrelevant the charge would 
be to the circumſtance. My Prince and Coun. 


trymen 
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trymen already perceive, that the impending 
danger to which J allude, is the ſyſtem of Fixar 
ADJUSTMENT which is fſuortly to be laid before 
the Parliament of Ireland, for her ix AL adoption: 
a propoſition which, although as yet afloat, having 
as yet only paſſed the Britiſh Commons, and at 
this hour under the conſideration of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Lord, does nevertheleſs, from its 
nature, its pointed tendency, and fixed direction, 
call upon every thinking man at this fide of the 
water, to anticipate the +1NAaL modification of it 
in Great Britain, the xzxar, diſcuſſion of it in 
Ireland. 


I $HALL not preſume to ſubmit to your majeſty 
my humble ſentiments, with reſpect to the heredi- 
tary revenues of your Crown of Ireland, the 
ſurplus of which, over and above a certain limited 
ſum, is for ever involved in this adjuſtment. 


Tus Equity of the queſtion dwells in your royal 
breaſt, the queſtion of Law reſides wich your Ma- 
jeſiy's reſponſible miniſters of ſtate ; and to glance 
at your Majeſty's perſonal rights, or intereſts, as 
King upon the throne, would be to advance a plea, 
the voice of which your Majeſty has ever ſilenced, 
ſo oſten as the intereſts of your reſpective king- 
doms, or thoſe of your united empire, have been 
the ſubject matter of conſideration. But I will 
| with 
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with confidence dutifully repreſent to your Ma- 
jeſty, that ſhould your Majeſty aſſent to a perpe- 
tual transfer, or alienation, of any part of your 
hereditary rights, or revenues of your crown of 
Ireland, the rights and liberties of your people of 
Ireland would ſuffer a ſhock, from the founda- 
tion to the ſummit of conſtitutional independance. 


I sRHALL therefore, upon the preſent queſtion, 
with all humility, conſider your Majeſty, (though 
eſſentially a party} in the two-fold capacity only, 
of Umpire in the firſt inſtance, and Guarantee in 
the laſt, as to both kingdoms. 


I am now free to ſay, the ſyſtem contained in 
the twenty propoſitions is INADMISSIBLE : That the 
principle of it is as a treaty, and moſt eſpecially as 
a final treaty, in itſelf vicious. That the terms of 
it, on the part of the two contracting parties, viz. 
the Parliament of Great-Britain, and the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, are of neceſſity as to the one or 
as to the other, a ſurrender rox xves of thoſe 
inherent rights which neither can of right ron 
'ZVER forego. 


I an further bold to ſay, that the principle is as 

a treaty, in itſclf vicious; not only in as much, as 
it muſt be thus injurious to the one or the other 
of the contracting parties, and may be found in- 
jurious 
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jurious to both; but likewiſe in this, that if is 
could be proved beneficial to either, it could not 
by either be enfurced, without cutting vp by the 
roots every benefit which is ſought to derive from 
it to the party thereby to be availed, or to the ge- 
neral good of the empire at large. 


I NzED not ſtate the origin of this propoſed 
ſyſtem. Every man knows, it proceeds from a 
conceſſion made by Great Bruain to Ireland; 
of an entire equal participation, in her Colony and 
Plantation Trade, upon terms of equalization, to 
be adjuſted between the two kingdoms. It is true, 
the recovation of the Rights of Ireland to foreign 
legiſlaticn and commerce, and this communication 
of trade to the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, 
were of one and the ſame æra: But it is likewiſe 
true, that as the one was matter of UNBOUBTED 
RIGHT, the other was unqueſtionably matter of 
PURE CONCESSION. The principle of each, being 
therefore as different as the foundation of either, it 
follows, that the latter may as yer be done away, 
in the whole, or in part, without directly or indi- 
rectly trenching upon the principle, or ſhaking the 
foundation of the form-r.—If then it ſhall ſtand 
proved, that the only terms upon which the Par- 
liament of Great Britain can by her conſtitution 
make good in the entire the conceſſion to Ireland, 
are ſuch as the Parliament of Ireland by her con- 

ſtitution 
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ſtitution cannot accede to, the conceſſion, ip/o 
facto, does away itſelf, with reſpect to ſuch part 
| of it as falls within that deſcription. It does away 
itſelf, not only from theſe general maxims, that 

the obligation is void where the condition cannot 

be complied with, that every compact, the foun- 

dation of which is in itfclf illegal or impracticable, 
| is in itſelf a nullity; but likewiſe upon this all- 
incluſive principle, that the compact is radically 
ſubverſive, as to the one or the other of the cons 
tract ing parties. 


I am now to take an abſtract view of the terms 
upon which an entire equal participation, in the 
Britiſh Colony and Plantation Trade, can be en- 
Joyed and exerciſed by Great Britain and Ireland. 


To reduce it to a poſitive equalization, with a 
; due regard to conſtitution as to commerce, is ſelf- 
| _ evidently impracticable. So numberleſs are the 
| oppoſed conſiderations, of which this complex 
propoſition is made up; ſo numberleſs the op- 
poſed influences, which in every inſtance make it 
yary from itſelf, that the utmoſt effort of human 
wiſdom, upon this ground can only extend either 
to a virtual, or to a literal equalization; that is 
to ſay, either to a RELATIVE EQUALIZATION, or 
to an IDENTITY OF L, by which both kin 


are to be governed, guoad this ſubjeR, 
B 


Bur 
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Bor here the hand of Nature enters her veto. 
She proclaims aloud, Great Britain and Ireland 
cannot co-operate upon equal terms, in the forma- 
tion of law, conjointly to bind both.—The local 
ſituation of both kingdoms for bids it. And what 
ſays the Conſtitution ? as neither kingdom can, 
without violation as to the other, aſſume to take 
the lead, neither can, without violation to herſelf, 
ſubmit to follow. If then Great Britain accedes, 
and bids Ireland take the lead; Great Britain 
makes her conſtitution the price of lreland's accep- 
tance, of this participation in her trade and com- 
merce.—Does Ireland accede and conſent to fol- 
low, her conſtitution becomes the purchaſe of ir. 


To apply. The fourth propoſition, as ſent from 
the Britiſh Houſe of Commons to the Britiſh Houſe 
of Peers, is as follows, viz. © Reſolved, That it is 
e highly important to the general intereſts of the 
« Britiſh Empire, that the laws for regulating 
« Trade and Navigation, ſhould be the ſame in 
« Great Britain and Ireland; and therefore, that 
sit is eſſential towards carrying into effect the 
« preſent ſettlement, that all laws which have 
© been made, or ſhall be made in Great Britain» 
* for ſecuring excluſive privileges to the ſhips 
« and mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
** Britiſh Colonies and Planmcions, and for regu- 
* lating and reſtraining the trade of the Britiſh 

— «« Colonies 
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de Colonies and Plantations, ſuch laws impoſing 
te the ſame reſtraints, and conferring the ſame be- 
te nefits on the ſubjects of both kingdoms, ſhould 
* be in force in Ireland, by laws to be paſſed by 


« the Parliament of that Kingdom for the ſame 


* time, and in the ſame manner as in Great 
« Britain.” 


As four ſeveral articles are interwoven in this 
propoſition, I will for the ſake of accuracy divide 
it under four diſtinct heads, referring to each, 


. what to each reſpectively belongs. The firſt arti- 


cle is as follows, viz. © that it is highly important 
<< to the general intereſts of the Britiſh empire, 
te that the laws for regulating Trade and Naviga- 
© tion, ſhould be the ſame in Great Britain and 
te Ireland. In the ſecond is contained, a decla- 
ration of the means by which this ſettlement can 
be carried into effect: That is to ſay, by commu- 
nication to Ireland, of an entire and full benefit of 
the Britiſh Navigation Laws, 


Tur third is declaratory of the medium 
through which Ireland is to receive the full be» 
nefit of this communication, viz. The Parliament 
of Ireland, 


Tz fourth ſpecifies the terms upon which Ire- 
Jand may be admitted to this entire and equal par- 
ticipation: 


4 
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ticipation: That is to ſay, Provided that all laws 
which have been made, or ſhall be made in 
Great Britain, for regulating and reſtraining the 
trade ® of the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, 
ſuch laws impoſing the ſame reſtraint upon the 
ſubjects of both kingdoms, ſhall be in force in 
Ireland, by laws to be paſſed in the Parhament 
of that Kingdom (word for word, letter for letter) 
for the ſame time, and in the ſame manner as in 
Great Britain. f 


HzII 


* I have ſtated this article in the 4th Propoſition, in like 
Manner as every other, according to the ſenſe and ſpirit it 
claims to hald forth. Were I ſtrictly to follow the literal 
conſtruction of the words of it, they would lead avowedly 
to reduce Ireland to the footing of the Britiſh and Colony 

antations, (by ſubjecting the entire trade of Ireland at 

ge) to all laws which have been or may for ever be made 
by Great-Britain, for ating and reſtraining the trade of 
the Britiſh Colonies and plamations. I conceive the letter 
would be more correct, if inſtead of theſe words, That all 
laws, &c. for reſtraining the trade of the Britiſh colonies 
and plantations,” they ran as follows : That all laws, &c. 


produce of the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, ſhould be in 
Force in Ireland. It may poſſibly be alleged that the words 
Such laws impoſing the fame reſtraints and conferring the 
ſame benefits upon the ſubjefts of both kingdoms,” are ſutli- 
ciently explanatory; but in a final adjuſtment, which goes 
not only to the commerce but to the conſtitution of a nation 
for ever, the terms of adjuſtment could not be too explicit 
and clear, if the adjuſtment were not as this is radically ſub- 
verſive, and therefore inadmiſſible. 


& Vide the text, as literally copied in the fourth Reſoluy 
. tion, ſet forth in pag. 10, 11, 


for regulating and reſtraining the commerce to ariſe cut of the © 
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Hear I aſk, Are ſuch laws to be paſſed in Ire- 
Jand, in the ſame manner as in Great Britain? 
My anſwer is, by the Britiſh Parliament they are 


to be xNAacTED, by the Iriſh Parliament they are 
to be ENROLLED. 


Areal to my King and Country, does not 
the entire context, whether the whole be con- 
ſtrued by each part, or each part by the whole, 
amount not only to a virtual but to a formal re- 
cognition of Britiſh legiſlation on the part of 
Ireland, both In TERNALLT and EXTERNALLY, 
quoad the Britiſh Colony and Plantation Trade; 
unleſs it can beeſtabliſhed, thatthe at of enrolling 
a ſtatute combined with the neceſſity of enrolling 
u, carries with it every freedom, faculty, and ex- 
erciſe, of propoſing, receiving, deliberating, de- 
bating, deciding, poſtponing, rejecting, altering, 
amending, reporting, enacting and repealing, with 

all 


If any man doubts this poſition, I refer him to the entire 
code of regulating and reſtraining Britiſh navigation laws, 
together w ich the entire code of Britiſh revenue laws, neceſſarily 
proceeding from and dcriving under the former; he w ill there 
ſee, that internal manage ment is of neceſſity ſo intimately 
blended with external legiſlation, more eſpecially upon the 
ſabject of Britiſh Calony and Plantation produce, t hat internal 
legiſlation does upon this ground neceſſarily follow external 
legiſlation, in ſo mnch that the former might at any time be 
eſtabliſhed under colour of the latter, by including in one and 
The ſame act, external regulation and internal management. 
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all the cautionary ſteps of re-committing, reviſing, 
re- conſidering, amending, and reporting again. 


War ſays the fifth Propoſition ? 


Tux words of it are, © Reſolved, That it is 
te further eſſential to this ſettlement, that all of 
* goods and commodities of the growth, pro- 
* duce or manufacture of Britiſh or Foreign Co- 
« Jonies in America, or the Weſt Indies, and the 
e Britiſh or Foreign Settlements on the coaſt of © 
« Africa, imported into Ireland, ſhould, on in- 7 
* portation, be ſubject to the ſave duties and re- 
te gulations as the like goods are, or from time 
« totime ſhall be ſubject to upon importation into - 
« Great Britain, or if prohibited to be imported 
e into Great Britain, ſhall be prohibited in like © * 
* manner from being imported into Ireland.” OY 
By this propoſition, all and every the fame terms 
which are impoſed upon Ireland, touching the Bri. oy 
tiſh Colony and Plantation Trade, the Britiſh * 
American, Weſt Indian, and Coaſt of Africa Set. © 
tlement Trade, all which are as to Ireland matter © £ p 
of favour, are impoſed upon her, touching Foreign. 
American Colony and Plantation Trade, Foreign 
Coalt of Africa Settie - 


Weſt Indian, and Foreign 


ment Trade, all and every one of which are as to 
her matter of right. Thus making Ireland's in- 
ternal participation in Britiſh Colony and Planta- 

tion 
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tion Trade, the vehicle of avowed external Britiſh 
g. legiſlation over Ireland. 


Bur what does the twentieth Propoſition ſay ? 

It would ſpeak volumes to unſettled minds, yet 
will not, ought not to diſturb the ſettled confi- 

ig dence of Ireland in Britiſh candor. The words 
all of it are, viz. © That the appropriation of what- 
o- © ever ſum the groſs hereditary revenue of the 
o- Kingdom of Ireland (the due collection thereof 
he © being ſecured by permanent proviſions) ſhall 
of ©* produce, after deducting all drawbacks, re-pay- 
m- ments, or bounties granted in the nature of 
re- © drawbacks, over and above the ſum of ſix hun- 
me * dred and fifty- ſix thouſand pounds in each 
nato year, towards the ſupport of the naval force of 
ed the empire, to be applied in ſuch manner as 
ke the Parliament of Ireland ſhall direct, by an act 
. *© to be paſſed for that purpoſe, will be a ſatisfac- 
ms © tory proviſion, proportioned to the growing 
©L ys proſperity of that kingdom, towards defraying 
im in time of peace, the neceſſary expences of pro- 
* tecting the trade and general intereſts of the 
ee empire.” Do theſe words, THE DUE COL- 


ter 


en LECTION THEREOF BEING SECURED 
5" « BY PERMANENT PROVISIONS,” imply 


+4 A PERPETUAL Revenue Bill only? Or do 
3 to they 
in- 
ta- * This attempt is not unprecedented as to Ireland. 
100 
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they likewiſc import a yzaPETUAL Barrisn Re- 
venue Eſtabliſhment in Ireland. If they have any 
meaning, as ſure they have, they pointedly goto the 
former ; and if they reach the former, they of ne- 
ceſſity include the latter; for what would avail a 
perpetual law, without a perpetual faculty of admi- 
niſtering that law? And no man will be fo abſurd 
to ſuppoſe, that a law which in its nature violates 
every principle of natural, civil, and conſtitutional 
right; every principle of perſonal liberty, of real 
and perſonal ſecurity, would be effectually admi- 
niſtered by thoſe who are the objects of the viola- 
tion. On this ground, craft would be conſidered 
policy, fraud moral juſtice, and colluſion patri- 
otifm ; refiſtance would claim to be legal, and vi- 
olence would aſſume the inherent right of ſelf-de- 
fence ; force would be oppoſed to force, ſtrata- 
gem to authority, and retaliation to puniſhment ; 
every ſalutary principle of the law, every conſtitu- 
tional power of the ſtate, being thus perverted 
againſt the ſubject, the ſubject would in return 


pervert every perſonal faculty of the conſtitution, 


againſt the ſtate. This fair is, at this day 
the riſing theatre of genius, wealth and elegance, 
this riſing metropolis t, at this day the ſeat of 
well- 
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well. poi ſed compound ſovereignty, the throne of 
an independent limited monarchy; henceforward 
tne ſite of Delegated Royalty, deſpoiled of her 
powers of protection, of a Nominal Parliament 
Ceſpoiled of her control, of a Nominal People 


deſpoiled of their conſtitution, would be deſerted 


by mankind, as the ſhambles of ſub-delegated 
power, unfettered of reſponſibility : Mankind 


would fly from the centre to the extreme parts, 


eager to ſcrape up the means of for ever flying the 


devoted iſland itſelf, 


Sven would be the winding up, ſhould this im- 
pending ſyſtem be ſucceſsfully impoſed: But what 
would precede, what follow, if having been im 
poſed, it ſhould fail of ſucceſs. My innate love of 
my country, forbids me, to turn my eyes to the 
former ; my innate allegiance and perſonal attach- 
ment to my prince, forbid me even in the laſt 
extreme, obliquely to look towards the latter. 


Will Ireland, tenacious of her rights, collude in 


conftruing away thoſe rights? Will Ireland, but 


| yeſterday jealous of implied external * legiſlation, 


to-morrow entail upon herſelf implicated ÞF in- 
ternal legiſlation? Will Ireland, impatient of 
Britiſh ſupreme judicature, admit Britiſh infe- 


C 


riot 


Witness the diſſatisfactian of Ireland at the IE Ne- 
peal of the 6th of Geo. I. until it was qualified by the act of 


final explanation. 
+ Vide note page 13, 
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rior ſummary adjudication? Will Ireland, intole- 
rant of a Britiſh poſt-office eſtabliſhment, toleratẽ 
a Britiſh revenue eſtabliſnment? Will Ireland, in- 
dignant at a perpetual mutiny law, throw open her 
gates to a perpetual revenue ſtatute, expoſing her 
citadel at once to the combined force of ſap and 
ſtorm ? In fine, will Ireland, jealous of every par- 
tial impreſſion of Iriſh ariſtocratical influence, re- 
cognize, ſubmit to, and eltabliſh over Ireland» 
BRITISH ARISTOCRATICAL POWER? It 
might here be obſerved, thatas the ten propoſitions 
originally ſuggeſted to the Iriſh Parliament, did in 
their out- ſet ſtrike * at the inherent rights of Ire- 
land, every alteration which they have ſince un- 
dergone in Great Britain, every addition which 
has ſince been made to them, does in almoſt every 
inſtance, ſyſtematically ſtrike at the conceſſion it. 
ſelf; that each ſubſequent ſentence is an exception 
to the foregoing one, each ſubſequent clauſe, nar- 
rowing or reſuming the grant contained in that 
which preceded it. 


But far be it from me to queſtion Britiſh ho- 
nour ; further be it from me to preſume to con- 
vey ſuch an inſinuation to your Majeſty, or to in- 
ſtigate a doubt in my country. Alas! Sir, the 
doubt has already obtained ; ſuch is the impreſſion 
which thoſe ſeveral alterations and additions have 


already 
* By a perpetual transfer and alienation of revenue. 
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already made upon the mind of every man, whom 
the propoſitions thus altered have as yet reached- 
I ſtate it only tor the purpoſe of obliterating ir for 
ever, by ſatisfying my Fellow Subjects, that the 
conceſſion being in itſelf contradictory, it perverts 
every quality of every act, turning zeal and candor 
themſelves, againſt thoſe who labour to render it 
conſiſtent and practicable. I am well aware, that 
various objections will nevertheleſs be made, vari- 
ous expedients will be propoſed. The Iriſh mer- 
chant will aſk, Muſt we who are involved in Britiſh 
wars, muſt we who are confined to Britiſh treaties, 
for ever renounce the Britiſh Colony and Planta- 
tion Trade? My anſwer is, You need not renounce 
it in the whole, but you muſt relinquiſh it in part : 
You mult for ever relinquiſh the privilege of ſend- 
ing back Britiſh Colony and Plantation produce 
upon Great Britain herſelf. Such are the decrees 
of Providence! Nature impoſes, and your conſti- 
tution demands the ſacrifice. 


Taz Britiſh merchant will take the alarm, and 
tell me, that I have miſtaken the principle of this 
conceſſion, on the part of Great Britain: That it 
was not granted in Favour, but in Por icy : That 
Ireland in full poſſeſſion of foreign commerce, will 
if precluded from entire and equal participation in 
Britiſh Colony and Plantation Trade, ſupply her- 
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ſelf from foreign iſlands, will foreſtall and underfcil 
the Britiſh merchant, by ſmuggling in their pro- 
duce upon her coaſts. I will oppoſe fact to con- 
jecture: Such is the predicament in which Grezt- 
Britain and Ireland have reſp-ctively ſtood the ſe 
three laſt years. And I in my turn aſk, Has any 
ſuch conſequence enſued ? The mealure of nati- 
onal favour, ſhewn by Great Britain to Ireland, 1s 
amply due from Ireland to Great Britain: every pre- 
ference given to Ireland over the forcigner, will be 
by herreturned in juſt proportion to Great Britain, 
all over the face of the globe. Such will be the 
wiſh of the People of Ireland, ſuch the care of the 
Iriſh Parliament. The general trade of the Empire 
will then indeed become one common cauſe ; the 
Britiſh and Iriſh manufacturer, the Britiſh and 
Iriſh merchant againſt the foreigner and ſmuggler 
throughout the known world. But here the Britiſh 
financier will interfere and aſk, Shall Ireland, poſ- 
ſeſſed of foreign commerce, make no acknowledg- 
ment to Great Britain for protefting that com- 
merce ? Firſt let him learn, what Ireland already 
pays; and then inform himſelf, when was the mo- 
ment at which Ireland in ſupport of Great Britain, 
did not outſtrip her means, as well in men as mo- 
ney ! Why then this attempt to forecloſe for ever 
againſt men, for ever mortgaged in affection; 
purring to the event thoſe terms of equal liberty 
and equal conſtitution, by which Ireland is for ever 


pledged, 


18 1 


pledged, with heart and hand, to ſtand or fall to- 
gether with Great Britain. 


Tur ſanguine patriot will next come forward 
on the part of Ireland, unwilling to relinquiſh 
equal participation in Britiſh trade, unwilling to 
forego equal liberty and conſtitution, he will 
fondly aſk, Can no expedient be ſtruck out, no 
middle line be drawn conciliatory of both ? My 
anſwer is, Independence knows not expedient ; 
ſhe admits no middle line; ſhe ſuffers not joint 
tenancy, nor even coparcenary, precluding every 
internal participation, whether legiſlative, commer- 
cial, or miniſterial; her very eſſence is diſtin, 
that eflential quality pervades her every faculty 
and function, claiming a diſtinct reſpective exer- 
ciſe of each, even in her imperial joint executive 
over all. But it will be aſked, Might not the con- 
ditions of the 4th and 5th propoſitions, run thus 
in general terms? That Ireland ſhall enjoy an en- 
tire equal participation in Britiſh Colony and Plan- 
tation Trade, fo long as, and no longer than the 
Parliament of Ireland ſhall make ſufficient provi- 
ſion for it, by acts regulating the ſame, upon 
terms of equal benefic and reſtraint with Great 
Britain.—To this propoſal, I might reply, that 
Great Britain would here concede to [reland, that 
right of legiſlation, which Ireland refuſes to con- 
cede to Great Britain, The line cannot be drawn 
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between local and perſonal law. If Ireland legi- 
ſlates for Iriſh ſhips and mariners in Britiſn Colo- 
_ nies, ſhe gives the law to Britiſh Colonies, and in 
her Colonies to Great Britain ; but that is not all: 
It is a well known maxim in the law of nations, 
that every termination of treaty is a virtual termi- 
nation of amity, a virtual commencement of hoſ- 
tility. Should the proviſion thus to be made by 
Ireland, for carrying the treaty into execution, at 
any time fall ſhort of perſect equalization, or ſhould 
Great Britain think it did fall ſhort of it, the 
| Treaty is at an end; every article it contains, is in- 
ſtantly returned to its original abſtract claim, no 
longer ſupported by, orderiving any ſecurity from 
either the letter or the ſpirit of the treaty: Taz 
LAW OF NAT1ONS inſtantly ſucceeds THE FAITH OF 
NATIONS: What is that law? ThE Law OF ARMS. 
But what are the articles to be contained within 
this treaty? The commercial rights of Ireland, her 
judicial rights, guaad regulation and revenue, her 
legiſlative rights, her miniſterial rights, her right 
to a diſtin exerciſe of her regal executive at 
home, her right to a joint and ſeveral exerciſe of 
her imperial executive abroad; her civil, perſonal, 
and real rights and liberties to her and her poſte- 
rity for ever, ſo far as ſhe can bind them. Such 
are the articles contained in this permanent ſyſtem 
of final adjuſtment; in this perpetual bond of 
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amity and union, the only terms upon which it 
could be liſtened to by Ireland, would hang OUR 
ALL, our exiſtence, as reſpective kingdoms, our 
co-exiſtence as united kingdoms, the exiſtence it - 
ſelf of the united empire at large, upon every mi- 
nutiz of every detail, which muſt upon every 
ſubject, come under free conſideration and free 
debate, in the reſpective Houſes of Parliament 
in both kingdoms. 

Tuus far, the reſult of this ſyſtem with re- 
gard to the reſpective kingdoms, and the united 
empire at home. But what the reſult abroad ? 
Extinction of imperial ſplendor, in the eyes of every 
court in Europe, it matters not whether the ſyſtem 
be imputed to fallacy or weakneſs, either is mortal 
to Iriſh character and Britiſh honour. —It remains 
to point out with preciſion, what part of this in- 
tended compact is impracticable, what part of the 
conceſſion is in itſelf a nullity: Not the privilege 
of a direct trade from Ireland to the Britiſh Coio- 
nies and Plantations, not the privilege of a direct 
return trade from the Britiſh Colonies and Plan- 
tations to Ireland, upon terms of equalization, not 

| the 


* Terms of relative equalization, which, thongh in every 
point applicable to every other operation with reſpect to 
commercial adjuſtment between the two kingdoms, cannot be 
made to apply to the export trade arifing out of Britiſh Colony 
produce from Ireland to Great Britain; the former being 
within the reach of a fœderal compact, the latter only to be 
effected by the re-echo of fpecikc law. 
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the right of an export trade, ariſing out of Britiſh 
Colony and Plantation produce from Ireland to 
all foreign nations over the face of the globe, 
upon like terms of equalization as to both king- 
doms. The ſole point in which the conceſſion 
is on the part of Great-Britain, either impractica- 
ble or illegal; the ſole part of it which annuls 
itſelf, or which the conſtitution of Ireland demands 
ſhould be relinquiſhed by Ireland, is the privilege 
of an export trade, ariſing out of the produce of 
the Britiſh Colony trade, from Ireland to Great- 
Britain ; the privilege of ſtagnating the entire 
current of Britiſh commerce, by a reflux of Britiſh 
Colony and Plantation produce upon Great-Brit:. 1 
herſelf : A conceſſion ſo founded upon dereliction 
of national property, upon ſelf-violation of national 
juſtice, that it can only be carried into effect, by 
violation, or ſurrender of conſtitutional right. 
To conclude: It is on all ſides admitted, that the 
4th Propoſition does upon terms of equal benefit 
and reſtraint, as to the ſubjects of both kingdoms, 
expreſsly go, as well in ſpirit as in letter, to bind 
Ireland, through the formal medium of her owa 
Parliament, to all laws made or to be made in Great 
Britain, reſpecting the BritiſhColony and Plantation 
Trade. That the fifth Propoſition goes to bind [re- 


land, upon the like terms, thro' the like medium, 
and to the like extent, with reſpect to the Britiſh, 
American, Weſt- Indian, and coaſt of Africa ſettle - 
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ment trade, with reſpect to the foreign, American, 
Weſt. Indian, and coaſt of Africa ſettlement pro- 
duce, the latter even to the amount of prohibition. 
That the 20th Propoſition does by pointed impli- 
cation directly go to a perpetual Iriſh revenue 
law, cannot be denied. That every principle of 
a perpetual Iriſh Revenue Law neceſſarily includes 
a perpetual Britiſh Revenue Eftabliſhment in 
Ireland, cannot be unſeen. Every principle of 
efficacy demands it; every principle of practical 
conſiſtency evinces it; nay every perſonal jealouſy 
of every man betrays it. I mean not to infinuate 
a doubt derogatory to the honour or ability of the 
winifter, to the honour or ability of thoſe who co- 
operate with him in the cabinet ; or to the candor 
of Great Britain at large. If ſuch were my mean- 
ing, I would ſpeak out; I would bring forward 
my charge, and abide the proof; the fact is, the 
vice eſſentially reſides in the conceſſion itſelf ; it 
reſides in exceſs of zeal, for ever to unite by com- 
muaicating and intimately blending thoſe reſpective 
commercial benefits, which, to be for ever 
united in effect, muſt for ever continue diſtinct in 
management : it ariſes from exceſs of zeal, to fix 
that line which muſt for ever lie afloat, upon the 
ſelf-balanced medium of reciprocal intereſt and 
aeftion; a conflux of imperial influence, in 
which all perſonal views and national jealouſies 
ever muſt and ever will be loſt; the vice is ſelſ- 
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generated in the conceſſion. In conceding to 
Ireland an entire equal and intimate participation 
in Britiſh trade to its utmoſt extent, Great Britain 
neceſſarily impoſes the terms upon Ireland. In 
accepting this intimate participation, Ireland of 
neceſſity impoſes the terms upon herſelf. What 
are thoſe terms? The admiſſion of a perpetual 
Britiſh revenue law; the admiſſion of a perpetual 
Britiſh revenue eſtabliſhment in Ireland ; the ad- 
miſſion of Britiſh management in domeſtic con- 
cerns ; a perpetual ſubmiſſion to inferior Britiſh 
ſummary adjudication, as well criminal as civil; 
a perpetual recognition of, and ſubmiſſion to, 
Britiſh regulation, Britiſh reſtriction, Britiſh pro- 
hibition, and Britiſh taxation, not only as at this 
day impoſed upon herſelf, but as Great Britain 
may for ever think fit ſo to impoſe, touching all 
and every article of commerce, the trade and 
produce thereof, whether Britiſh, or foreign, in 
this adjuſtment expreſſed or implied. In fine, the 
ſurrender of every abſolute excluſive claim, right, 
and principle of judicial, * miniſterial, legiſlative, 


I am aware of an objection which may here be made; I 
will endeavour to ſatisfy it.— My poſition is, that where any 
excluſive claim, right, or principle, includes ſeveral articles 
reſi ectively, any ſuch claim, right, or principle, does by the 
. rre nder of any one article, reſpectively, forego the quality 
of abſolute excluſion to ſuch claim, right, or principle. A 
quality wich has ever been until now conſidered an indif- 
p<nſable conſtitutive to National Inder endence. Jo 
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and monarchical independence; this final adjuſt. 
ment for ever doing away the repeal of the 6th of 
Geo. I. for ever transferring to the parliament of 
Great-Britain every right, power and exerciſe, 
SINCE or BEFORE enjoyed, by the crown, the par- 
liament, or people of Ireland. THis FINAL ap- 
JUSTMENT for ever doing away the ever memorable 
act of 'FINAL EXPLANATION itſelf —T hat GREAT 
RECOGNITION OF RIGHT ! whereia it is by 
the Britiſh Parliament declared, THAT THE LEGT- 
SLATIVE AND JUDICIAL RIGHTS OF IRELAND, IN 
ALL CASES, AS WELL AT LAW AS IN EQUITY, 
FINALLY AND WITHOUT APPEAL, ARE FOR EVER 
UNQUESTIONABLE; for ever doing away that 
FINAL RECOGNITION OF RIGHT! wherein 
it is by the Britiſh Parliament enacted, THaT THE 
LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL RIGHTS OF IRELAND, 
SHALL NOT HENCEFORWARD FOR EVER BE BY 
GREAT BRITAIN CALLED INTO DOUBT. Such is 
the amount of the ſurrender to be made by Ireland, 
TERMS upon which the INDIES added to the 
boon would not amount to COMPENSATION! 


b Lr us then, my Countrymen, renounce, I will 
not ſay the gilded poiſon, but the baneful * trea- 
ſure. Let us reſtgre it, in the ſpirit in which 
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It would not be difficult to ſhew, that this ſuppoſed treaſure 


would be found as deluſive in point of produce, as the terms of 
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ie was conferred, unasKeD ; not ſullied with ig- 
noble doubt, but dignified with manly pride and 
heartfelt manly gratitude. Let us rival Great 
Britain in affetion ; let us rival her likewiſe in 
conſtitutional adherence to ourſclves. Let us not 
abate our zeal, or narrow our views, in thus ap- 
parently narrowing our field of action. Let us 
on the contrary animate our exertions, not ceaſing 
fo fee}, that we multiply our powers of availing 
the empire, and perpetuate our inherent weight, 
by maintaining our conſtitutional rights, faculties 
and functions, concentred and entire. 


Suren me, Sir, to entreat your Majeſty's gra- 


cious acceptance of theſe my dutiful repreſenta- 
tions, and humbly to ſupplicate my King, that 
whilſt my imperfe&t ſuggeſtions alone, cannot 
aſpire permanently to countervail the weight of 
your Majeſty's miniſters ; your paternal regard 
of both kingdoms, your paternal care and pro- 


poſe your Majeſty, to give a temporary pauſe to 
That which being done, God only knows, upon 
what terms it could be maintained, or done away! 
it are baneful in point of conſtitution. But it is beneath the 
1 Citizen, to enter into commer- 


; lation, where the purchaſe of the benefit to be ob- 
tained, muſt be the ſurrender of every Conſtitutional Rights 
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tection of your united empire at large, may dif- 


